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FROM THE YOUTH AND
CHILDREN’S DESK…

December is here!   We had a great November full of fun
activities.  We shared Friendsgiving with EYC from St. Paul’s,
made blessing bags, created beautiful advent wreaths, and had
our last Club 345 for the year.  There were lots of opportunities
for growing in our love for Christ and our service for others. 

There are so many activities coming up in December and
January.  Make sure to use the Dates to Remember in this
newsletter to mark your calendar.  

Please continue to pray for our youth and adults that are
preparing to travel to Honduras in March. They are praying and
preparing for this journey that Christ has set before them. The
next fundraiser for the trip is Parents Night Out December 15.  
Contact Amy in the church office to register.

Confirmation classes for youth begin January 7. Sign up by
clicking the youth confirmation link at www.stmarkscathedral.net
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Please pray for our Honduras
Mission Team as they prepare.  

Amy Garsee1.
Ely Bulnes2.

Patrick Caraway3.
Emma Caraway4.
France Jenkins5.
Dixon Wright6.
Taylor Garsee7.

?8.
?9.
?10.

There are still spots available 
on our team. 

 Contact Amy if  interested.
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E S
C o m m u n i o n  C e l e b r a t i o n  W o r k s h o p  
                ( 1 s t - 3 r d  g r a d e )  A p r i l  1 3

C o m m u n i o n  C e l e b r a t i o n  
                ( 1 s t - 3 r d   g r a d e )  A p r i l  1 4   1 0 : 3 0  s e r v i c e

Y o u t h  S u n d a y / S e n i o r  R e c o g n i t i o n  
                 M a y  1 2  1 0 : 3 0  s e r v i c e

C o n f i r m a t i o n        
                 M a y  1 9  1 0 : 3 0  S e r v i c e



DATES TO REMEMBER
December 3

EYC 5-7 in the Youth Rooms

December 10

EYC Design Team Meeting 12pm youth rooms

EYC @ St. Paul’s - Gingerbread Houses

December 15

Parents Night Out Fundraiser for Honduras    5:30-8:30

December 16

Nativity Pageant Rehearsal 10am

December 17

Nativity Pageant 10:30 service

Lessons and Carols 4pm

EYC Christmas Gathering 5pm

December 24 Christmas Eve

Family Christmas Eve Service 5:30pm

Children’s activities during service

Traditional Service 11:00 pm

December 31

No EYC - Happy New Years!

January 7

Youth Confirmation class 4-5 room 101

EYC 5-7 in the Youth Rooms

January 10

St. Mark’s Kids Club 6-7 Ministry Center

January 14

EYC 5-7 in the Youth Rooms

January 17

St. Mark’s Kids Club 6-7 Ministry Center

January 19-21

1 WKND @ Camp Bethany

January 21

Youth Confirmation class with mentors 4-5 )(All

Confirmands)

EYC 5-7 in the Youth Rooms

January 24

St. Mark’s Kids Club 6-7 Ministry Center

January 28

Pastalaya fundraiser for Honduras /Annual Meeting

Youth Confirmation Class 4-5 Room 101

EYC 5-7 in the Youth Rooms

January 31

St. Mark’s Kids Club

EYC spotlightspotlight

3 Questions 
with 

Caroline
Bartle

School:  C.E. Byrd High School
Grade: 11th
Birthday: March 14
My favorite part of EYC is sitting
in the youth lounge and getting
to talk to everyone while we eat
dinner!  It’s a really great way to
meet new people, and I really
like reconnecting with people
from middle school whom I got
out of touch with over the years.
My favorite St. Mark’s memory
is helping first graders with
reading while I was a TA for Ms.
Wallace.  It was so great to see
their improvements through the
weeks.  
Dream job: Zoology Veterinarian
 



 Blessing Bags!

Friendsgiving with St. Paul’sFriendsgiving with St. Paul’s

Advent WreathsAdvent Wreaths



B o t h  Y o u t h  S u n d a y  s c h o o l
c l a s s e s  a r e  w o r k i n g  o n  A d v e n t

s t u d i e s  d u r i n g  D e c e m b e r .   
D e c e m b e r  3

D e c e m b e r  1 0
D e c e m b e r  1 7



 A d v e n t  G r e e t i n g s  E v e r y o n e ! !
I  a m  s i t t i n g  h e r e  t o d a y  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  M a r y .  I  r e m e m b e r  w h e n  w e  w e r e  e x p e c t i n g  o u r
c h i l d r e n  h o w  o v e r w h e l m i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w a s  a t  t i m e s .  L e t ’ s  b e  h o n e s t … i t  i s  s t i l l  q u i t e
o v e r w h e l m i n g  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  A s  a  p a r e n t  t h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  c h o i c e s  y o u  h a v e  t o  m a k e .
W h e n  s h o u l d  I  r e s c u e  m y  c h i l d  a n d  w h e n  s h o u l d  I  l e t  t h e m  l e a r n  f r o m  t h e i r  m i s t a k e s ?  W h a t
i s  w o r t h  a  b a t t l e  a n d  w h a t  s h o u l d  I  l e t  g o ?  W h a t  l e s s o n s  a n d  r u l e s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t ?  W h a t  w i l l
t h e y  b e  w h e n  t h e y  g r o w  u p ?  W h a t  i f  I  m e s s  u p ?  
N o w  t h i n k  a b o u t  M a r y .  I ’ m  s u r e  s h e  h a d  a l l  o f  t h o s e  t h o u g h t s  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  c h i l d  s h e  w a s
c a r i n g  b e i n g  t h e  S o n  o f  G o d .   I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  i f  m y  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  a n g e l  G a b r i e l  w o u l d  h a v e
b e e n  n e a r l y  a s  g r a c i o u s  a s  M a r y ’ s .  S h e  r e p l i e d  “ H e r e  a m  I ,  t h e  s e r v a n t  o f  t h e  L o r d ;  l e t  i t  b e
w i t h  m e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  y o u r  w o r d . ”  ( L u k e  1 : 3 8 )
 S h e  s p e a k s  f u r t h e r  i n  T h e  S o n g  o f  M a r y  L u k e  1 : 4 6 - 5 5  
         “ M y  s o u l  m a g n i f i e s  t h e  L o r d ,
          a n d  m y  s p i r i t  r e j o i c e s  i n  G o d  m y  S a v i o r ,
          f o r  h e  h a s  l o o k e d  w i t h  f a v o r  o n  t h e  l o w l y  s t a t e  o f  h i s  s e r v a n t .
          S u r e l y  f r o m  n o w  o n  a l l  g e n e r a t i o n s  w i l l  c a l l  m e  b l e s s e d ,
          f o r  t h e  M i g h t y  O n e  h a s  d o n e  g r e a t  t h i n g s  f o r  m e ,
          a n d  h o l y  i s  h i s  n a m e ;
          i n d e e d ,  h i s  m e r c y  i s  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  f e a r  h i m
          f r o m  g e n e r a t i o n  t o  g e n e r a t i o n .
          H e  h a s  s h o w n  s t r e n g t h  w i t h  h i s  a r m ;
          h e  h a s  s c a t t e r e d  t h e  p r o u d  i n  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  h e a r t s .
          H e  h a s  b r o u g h t  d o w n  t h e  p o w e r f u l  f r o m  t h e i r  t h r o n e s
          a n d  l i f t e d  u p  t h e  l o w l y ;
          h e  h a s  f i l l e d  t h e  h u n g r y  w i t h  g o o d  t h i n g s
          a n d  s e n t  t h e  r i c h  a w a y  e m p t y .
          H e  h a s  c o m e  t o  t h e  a i d  o f  h i s  c h i l d  I s r a e l ,
          i n  r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  h i s  m e r c y ,
          a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p r o m i s e  h e  m a d e  t o  o u r  a n c e s t o r s ,
          t o  A b r a h a m  a n d  t o  h i s  d e s c e n d a n t s  f o r e v e r . ”
I  t h i n k  M a r y  k n e w  t h a t  b e i n g  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  J e s u s  w o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t .  I ’ m  s u r e  s h e  w a s
s c a r e d  a n d  h a d  a l l  o f  t h e  s a m e  e a r t h l y  w o r r i e s  t h a t  w e  a l l  h a v e ,  b u t  I  l o v e  t h a t  s h e  s p o k e
s o  b e a u t i f u l l y  a b o u t  h o w  h e r  t r u s t  w a s  i n  t h e  L o r d  a n d  t h a t  s h e  k n e w  h e  w o u l d  g i v e  h e r  t h e
s t r e n g t h  s h e  w o u l d  n e e d  f o r  t h e  t a s k  a t  h a n d .  
I  h o p e  t h a t  a s  I  m o v e  t h r o u g h  t h i s  j o y o u s  s e a s o n  t h a t  I  c a n  r e j o i c e  i n  t h e  s e a s o n  a n d  n o t
g e t  s o  o v e r w h e l m e d  b y  t h e  d e t a i l s .  I  h o p e  t h a t  I  c a n  s h a r e  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  a n t i c i p a t i o n
t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  i s  c o m i n g !  
D u r i n g  t h i s  A d v e n t  s e a s o n  a n d  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n  m y  p r a y e r  f o r  u s  a l l  i s  t h a t  w e  w i l l  a l l
f i n d  o u r  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  L o r d  a n d  t a k e  a  l i t t l e  t i m e  t o  b a s k  i n  t h e  j o y .  
                                                                                              B l e s s i n g s -  
                                                                                              A m y

Grace FINDING

Contact Us:

Amy Garsee
Director of Youth & Parish Ministries
318-226-4049 office
318-453-0199 cell
amy@stmarkscathedral.net

Sarah Wilkes Thompson
Assistant Director of Youth
318-525-6417
swilkes10@gmail.com

Laura Grayson Ameen
Assistant Children’s Director
318-655-1702
laura@stmarkscathedral.net

smceyc St Marks EYCsmceyc318@gmail.com


