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FROM THE YOUTH AND
CHILDREN’S DESK…

St. Mark’s Kids Clubs 

Communion Celebration Workshop 

Communion Celebration 

Youth Sunday/Senior Recognition 

Confirmation 

October was full of fun!  We carved pumpkins with St. Paul’s
EYC,  had an awesome EYC Halloween Party, supported the
Cathedral School’s Paw Print Sprint, and hosted Club 345
just to name a few things.  We have also spent a lot of time
planning events to come, both for the holiday season and
for the new year. 

The holiday season is such a busy time.   The list of Dates to
Remember on page 2 is full of activities for November and
December. We also want to give you some save the dates
for activities in 2024.

       (K-5th grade) begins Jan 10  6-7pm

       (1st-3rd grade) April 13

       (1st-3rd  grade) April 14  10:30 service

        May 12 10:30 service

       May 19 10:30 Service
Lots of exciting things are happening for children and youth
at St. Mark’s Cathedral!  Be sure to mark your calendar using
the Dates to Remember in this newsletter.  We don’t want
you to miss a thing!
    

INSPIRING READS IN THIS ISSUE:
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Amy Garsee
Ely Bulnes

Patrick Caraway
Emma Caraway

Maddie Dicharry
Frances Jenkins

Dixon Wright
Taylor Garsee

?
?

Please pray for our Honduras
Mission Team as they prepare.  
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There are still spots available 

on our team. 
 Contact Amy if  interested.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
November 5

EYC Friendsgiving with St. Paul’s

EYC 5-7 in the Youth Rooms

No EYC - Thanksgiving Break

EYC 5-7 Location TBD

Family Advent Wreath Making 5:30

CLUB 345 6-7 in the Ministry Center

EYC 5-7 in the Youth Rooms

EYC @ St. Paul’s - Gingerbread Houses

Parents Night Out Fundraiser for

Honduras

Nativity Pageant 10:30 service

Lessons and Carols 4pm

EYC Christmas Gathering 5pm

Family Christmas Eve Service 5:30pm

Children’s activities during service

Traditional Service 11:00 pm

No EYC - Happy New Years!

November 12

November 19 

November 26

November 29

December 3

December 10

December 15

December 17

December 24 Christmas Eve

December 31

EYC spotlightspotlight
2 Questions 

with 
John Hardin 

Irion
School:  C.E. Byrd High School
Grade: 9th
My favorite part of EYC the
food!!

My favorite St. Mark’s
memories are playing games in
the gym 

 



EYC Halloween PartyEYC Halloween Party

Pumpkin Carving with St. PaulsPumpkin Carving with St. Pauls

B o t h  Y o u t h  S u n d a y  s c h o o l
c l a s s e s  w i l l  b e  s t a r t i n g  A d v e n t

s t u d i e s  a f t e r  T h a n k s g i v i n g .   

D a t e s  f o r  t h e  s t u d i e s  a r e :
N o v e m b e r  2 6
D e c e m b e r  3

D e c e m b e r  1 0
D e c e m b e r  1 7



L e a d  b y  e x a m p l e .

P r o m o t e  b i b l e  e n g a g e m e n t

M e n t o r s  ( T h i s  a p p l i e s  e v e n  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t  h a v e  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n )

     H o w  d o  w e  h e l p  c h i l d r e n  m a k e  t h e i r  f a i t h  t h e i r  o w n ?  H o w  d o  w e  h e l p  m a k e  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  s o m e t h i n g
t h a t  t h e y  w a n t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n d  n o t  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m o m  o r  d a d  m a k e s  t h e m  d o ?  H o w  d o  w e  e n s u r e  t h a t
w h e n  t h e  t i m e  c o m e s  f o r  t h e m  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  c h o i c e s  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  t a k e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e i r
f a i t h ?
     T h e s e  a r e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I  t h i n k  o f  o f t e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  I  h a v e  a  d a u g h t e r  t h a t  w i l l  s o o n  b e  l e a v i n g
o u r  n e s t  f o r  h e r  o w n  a d v e n t u r e s .  D o  w e  w a n t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  g o  t o  c h u r c h  j u s t  b e c a u s e  w e  m a k e  t h e m  o r  d o
w e  w a n t  t h e m  t o  g o  t o  c h u r c h  b e c a u s e  t h e y  e n j o y  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  t h e  F a t h e r  a n d  o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n s  t h a t
t h e y  f i n d  t h e r e ?  
 ( I f  y o u  d o n ’ t  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n ,  k e e p  r e a d i n g … t h e r e  i s  a  p a r t  i n  t h i s  f o r  y o u  t o o ! )

     L e t  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  s e e  e v i d e n c e  o f  y o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  L o r d .  T a k e  t h e m  t o  c h u r c h  o n  S u n d a y s ,  b u t
a l s o  l e t  t h e m  s e e  e v i d e n c e  o f  C h r i s t  i n  y o u r  l i f e  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s .  L e t  t h e m  s e e  y o u  r e a d i n g  y o u r  b i b l e  a n d
s t u d y i n g  G o d ’ s  w o r d . T a k e  t h e m  t o  o t h e r  c h u r c h  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  l e t  t h e m  s e e  y o u  a t t e n d  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  c l a s s e s
a s  w e l l .  P r a y  w i t h  t h e m ,  p r a y  f o r  t h e m  a n d  l e t  f a i t h  b e  a  t o p i c  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  ( n o t  j u s t  s o m e t h i n g  w e  p u t  i n
a  b o x  a n d  s a v e  f o r  S u n d a y s )  
     D e u t e r o n o m y  6 :  6 - 7  s a y s  “ K e e p  t h e s e  w o r d s  t h a t  I  a m  c o m m a n d i n g  y o u  t o  d a y  i n  y o u r  h e a r t .  R e c i t e
t h e m  t o  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e m  w h e n  y o u  a r e  h o m e  a n d  w h e n  y o u  a r e  a w a y ,  w h e n  y o u  l i e  d o w n
a n d  w h e n  y o u  r i s e . ”  M o s e s  s a i d  t h i s  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  a f t e r  h e  s h a r e d  t h e  T e n  C o m m a n d m e n t s  t h a t
G o d  h a d  g i v e n  t o  h i m .  
     H e  d i d  n o t  s a y  h i d e  y o u r  b e l i e f s ,  l o c k  t h e m  i n  a  c l o s e t  a n d  o n l y  p u l l  t h e m  o u t  o n  S u n d a y s  w h e n  i t  i s  t h e
a p p r o p r i a t e  t i m e .  I f  w e  w a n t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  t a k e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e i r  o w n  f a i t h ,  w e  n e e d  t o  l e t  t h e m  s e e  u s
t a k e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  o u r  o w n .  

     W h e n  m y  o l d e s t  w a s  b a p t i z e d  a s  a n  i n f a n t ,  h e r  g o d m o t h e r  g a v e  h e r  t h e  p r e t t i e s t  r e d  l e a t h e r  b i b l e  w i t h
h e r  n a m e  o n  t h e  f r o n t  c o v e r .  I t  h a d  a  f l o w e r  o n  t h e  c l a s p  t h a t  h e l p e d  i t  c l o s e  a n d  i t  w a s  j u s t  p r e c i o u s .  I
p r o m p t l y  p u t  t h a t  u p  o n  t h e  t o p  s h e l f  w i t h  s o m e  k e e p s a k e s ,  a n d  t h e r e  i t  s t a y e d .  W h e n  t h e  b i b l e  a p p e a r e d
a g a i n ,  i t  w a s  o f  c o u r s e  s t i l l  p r e c i o u s ,  b u t  T a y l o r  h a d  l o n g  o u t g r o w n  l i t t l e  b i b l e s  w i t h  f l o w e r  c l a s p s .   S h e  d i d
h a v e  o t h e r  b i b l e s  i n  t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  i f  s h e  e v e r  u s e d  t h a t  l i t t l e  r e d  b i b l e .  
     I  a m  n o t  s a y i n g  y o u  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  k e e p s a k e s ,  b u t  I  a m  s a y i n g  t h a t  w e  n e e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  o u r  c h i l d r e n
t o  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  b i b l e  i s  m o r e  t h a n  s o m e t h i n g  p r e t t y  t h a t  w e  p u t  o n  a  s h e l f .  G i v e  t h e m  a n  a g e  a p p r o p r i a t e
b i b l e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  r e a d  i t .  S o m e  o f  m y  g i r l s ’  f a v o r i t e  b o o k s  a r e  b i b l e s  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  r e c e i v e d
o v e r  t i m e .  E n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  t u r n  t o  t h e i r  b i b l e  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a n s w e r s .  

     W e  h a v e  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  c o n f i r m a t i o n  c l a s s e s  t h a t  w i l l  b e g i n  i n  t h e  N e w  Y e a r .   O n e  o f  t h e
t h i n g s  t h a t  i s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m e  i s  t h a t  c o n f i r m a t i o n  i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  j o u r n e y  a n d  n o t  t h e
d e s t i n a t i o n .  
     T h e r e  w a s  a  s t u d y  d o n e  b y  J o s h  D e n h a r t  f r o m  K i d M i n  S c i e n c e  w h e r e  t h e y  t a l k e d  t o  y o u n g  a d u l t s
b e t w e e n  1 8  - 2 9 .  O u t  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  s u r v e y e d  2 5 %  o f  t h e m  s t a y e d  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  C h r i s t  a n d  i n  c h u r c h .
O n e  o f  t h e  t o p  5  r e a s o n s  t h a t  t h e y  g a v e  w a s  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  f a i t h  f o c u s e d  a d u l t  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s
o t h e r  t h a n  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .
     I  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e  h o w  m u c h  t h e  a d u l t s  t h a t  h e l p e d  w i t h  o u r  y o u t h  g r o u p  w h e n  I  w a s  a  t e e n a g e r
b u t  w e r e n ’ t  p a r e n t s  m e a n  t o  m e .  F i n d  a  w a y  t o  m a k e  y o u r s e l f  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a  y o u t h  i n  o u r  c h u r c h .  I t  d o e s n ’ t
t a k e  m u c h .  J u s t  l e t  t h e m  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  c a r e  a b o u t  t h e m  a n d  t h e i r  f a i t h  j o u r n e y .

U n t i l  n e x t  m o n t h !
B l e s s i n g s -

A m y

Grace FINDING

Contact Us:
Amy Garsee
Director of Youth & Parish Ministries
318-226-4049 office
318-453-0199 cell
amy@stmarkscathedral.net

Sarah Wilkes Thompson
Assistant Director of Youth
318-525-6417
swilkes10@gmail.com

Laura Grayson Ameen
Assistant Children’s Director
318-655-1702
laura@stmarkscathedral.net

smceyc St Marks EYCsmceyc318@gmail.com


